Written Copies to his Particular Acquaintences and Friends, T rather made Choice 


ſo Sollicitous to Clear Humſelf, that next to the Great Work of making his Peace 


- — Ripht Worſhipfull Sir William Clutterbuck, M 


His had myLot caſt by Divine Providence for Sixteen years amongſt you; and 


Ke 


' | / / 
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| Preface. 


Mp Hu Following Paper was Deliver'd to my hand by the Reverend Author of 
T;, with a Charge to Communicate it to'the Mayor, and Other Worthy Mem- 
bers of the City of Briſtol : But being Prevented by ſome Earneſt Bus ueſ in 
London, $0 that I could not Acquit my ſelf of my Truſt ſo ſoon as T intended, 
1 found the Memery of This Reverend Good Man, ſo Courſly, and ſo 1sjuriouſly 
Treated by Divers Ill Tongues 3 that inſtead of Doing him Right by ſome Few 


and Vindication. 


It was This Gentlemans Lot, among ſome Others of his very Loyal, « ad Orthodas 
Neighbours, to fall under the Zaſh and Scandal of Several Reproches: Fherein He was 


of Committing the Original to the Preſs, as a more Publique Way of 'Fu ftice 


with God, The Thing in the World, that lay neareſt bis Heart, was the Leaving 
of « Good Name behind bim : Which he thonght could not better be Secur'd 
then by the Solemnity of This Following Declaration. * was his Own Proper 
AR; Sign'd by his Own Hend; And in Delivering it over to the World is the 
very Syllables that -7 reccived it, T reckon that 7 have done my Duty. : 


John Knight. 


Aayor, with 
the Worſhipfull, and others my very Good Friends, and 
Neighbours, the Cicizens of Briftol., | 


having now through great indiſpoſition of body received the Sentence of death, 1 am 
deſirous (though with brokenneſs of words, through extremity of pain) yet to take my laſt 
leave of you and the World; with rhat ſincere nakedneſs of heart, and truth, wherewith I 
expect” to appear before my Judge and Saviour. | E. k 
| rejoice and am humbly thankſuil to God, that I (though a wretched Sinfull mz2n ) ma' 
now dy in the Communion of the Reformed Church of England as eſtabliſhed by Law. an 
as a peaceable Subject under my ma} gracion Prince, to whom 1 and all his Leige-people 
do owe a moſt chearfull and ready obedience -+--notonty for Conſcienee Sake; he being Gods 
Vicegerent over us; But even as the fruit ofjuſt gratitude for his moſt admired condutt of 


the Government for our Common good, while we have been fo formidably involved in Suc- 
ceſlive and almoſt inextricable dangers. 


I do rejoice with you in thoſe ſignall expreſſes, you and your. Czy-have ſhewn, both of 
Loyalty toward your Prince, and of Love to the Church of God : Anddo beſeech Almighty 
God that you may yet encreaſe therein more and more. Bnt foraſmuch as the ſeeds of ſeve- 
rall great Evills, and very Pernicious both to Church, and State, have grown up here (as the 
enyious mans Taxes,where better Seed had been ſown) Ido pray you, that I may, by theſe 
ſew lines, leave this as my laſt ſenſe; to the o have been thus drawn afide into the 
inare of the evill one: It is now ng e to flatter with Softneſs, or to chide with 
Paſſion ( Xſes himſelf might not ſpeak unadviſedly with his lips, how froward ſoever the 
People were at the waters of Strife ) Ido pity them with all my heart, and do wiſh as well 
10 their Perſons and Souls as 1 do to my ſelf and my own everlaſting concerns. Byt poo! 
men, | fear they have ſcarce thronghly conſidered the ſad riſe, and Hiſtory of their preſent 
giſſents froni this Church. With what indecent yirulencies theſe Feudes began at Frankfort, 
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tothe open offence of the Magiſtracyth:re, as,a fa! Omer of what wonid, and 0»! fre: 
wards ſo fatally enſue, With whar bitter cotitempt of i vic Soveret in, and Corll fy 
tauthority they proceeded Secretly to.undermine, and openiy to threaten the Governp ent 
in Q. Elizaberh and K. Famzs his Reign. With what maſe-contentedne{s ( as tie Liprols 
that Cleaved of oldto the wikis of the houſe ) they had leavened the bod ; bf che Feo;le ih 
the Reign of K. Charles the Firſt of bleſſed memory : tiit they had inforccd their high pre- 
tences of Religion to bring forth that bloody. Mogſter of Rebellion. 1 do pra, tizem toc 
the love of God, andas ever they tender the true wellfarc of this Chnrchand Stare : thar 
they would no longer continue fighters againſt Gol, but return co tie Biſhop end Shep- 
. heerd of their Souls. - ; : * 
\* Tftrear them to conſider, there is no key of knowledge unkindly taken from-chem. No 
mutilated Sacraments obtruded upon them. No Divine Adminiltrationsin an unknown 
tongne ; but all pions metitods for Gods Glory, and their edification, laid (by the great core 
& Wiſdom of their Sacceflive Princes ) before them. ..1f there be any Shadow of good 
things cocome in. the Old Teſtament: If any rhingof greater Glory revealed in the New, 
themſelves cannot but acxnowledge theÞrincipall chings of both to be illuſtricuily f:rforch 
ina moſt religious Order, commemorated and preferved in this Church, to the' Joy of All 
| under oa ra If thece be any thing of Primitive Devotion ( which we all ſcem to affe» 
Eionately to Pant and long afcer )*tis here tenderly cheriſhed, and truly defecate from the 
innovations which corrupt and later times had unhappily introduced : that we might drink 
of theſe haly waters as they run clear and cryſtall at the Spring-head. And if the ſruit of 
righteouſneſs be ſown in peace, of them that make peace ; 1 hope they will thea for ever - 
abandon theſe fierce.atid Joyleſs contentions. Welcome! Welcome! that ſerene Govecrn- 
ment in the State, Welcome! thoſe mild Adminiſtrations in the Church, which breed tuch 
peaceable Subjects to the Throne of David ; ſich peaceable Sons and Daughters to the 
Houſe of God. Oh Pray for the Peace of Feruſalem,, thry ſhall proſper that love thee, There the 
Lord commanded the bleſſing, evenlife for evermore. KG 
+ Faintneſs denies me to proceed any further. God Almighty bleſs our moſt Gracious King, 
his lawfull Heirs, and Succeſſors, and whatever bold-inſolenCies have been lately ani- 
mated by ſome, to the Aferonting the true line of the Succeſlion, 1 hope-ſhall hence= 
. forth quietly end in that Propheticall Prediction, They ſha afterward return, and ſerve God, 
and David their King for ever : and no more meddle with them that are given toe Change, And 
now Brethren I commend youto God, and the word of his Grace, which is able to build 
you up, and give you an inheritance among all them that are. Santify'd, God grant 
"0 eft tn | 'berweeo this Church and. City, andallow this poot Land ( how un- 
' worthy ſoever 'we are of it through or manyf61d mut 32) chat we and our Poſte= 
rity y fox good days. a Peace upon Gods Iſrael. Farewell ! Farewell! till we ci- 
ther meet in Heaven; or elſe being refined in the furnace of affliction ; May become veſſells- 
more ſerviceabie to God and his Church then hitherto we have been here on Earth. 


Yav.26. | SY Samuel Oroſoman, - 
1633. | Dean of Briftel, 


